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PREFABRICATED TEMPORARY BRIDGE
SYSTEM AND METHOD OF MAKING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a system which utilizes pre-
fabricated, pre-sized molded shells in order to construct
temporary dental bridges.

Dental bridge prosthodontics involve the restoration of
one or more teeth and the replacement of one or more natural
teeth with an artificial device. A bridge is used to replace at
least one missing tooth and is supported by adjacent natural
teeth. The bridge typically comprises a cast member which
fills the edentulous space between a number of teeth, and is
anchored by appropriate means to said adjacent abutment
teeth.

The present day construction of bridges is time consum-
ing and complex, and usually prefaced with the construction
of a temporary bridge to provide the patient with conve-
nience and comfort until the permanent bridge is assembled
and installed (which usually entails a waiting period of
several days if not weeks). Even the process of preparing
and installing temporary bridges, however, proves time
consuming, complex and more expensive than necessary.
For instance, custom molds and impressions are obtained to
construct a simple temporary bridge which may be removed
in a matter of days. A cheaper, quicker and more simplistic
system for the construction of temporary bridges is needed.

Various references found in the prior art disclose prefab-
ricated dental pontic assemblies and connectors, but none of
said references disclose a system possessing the ease and
simplicity of the instant invention as will be disclosed
hereafter. While these units may be suitable for the particular
purpose employed, or for general use, they would not be as
suitable for the purposes of the present invention as dis-
closed hereafter.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to produce a prefabricated
temporary bridge system.

It is a further object of the invention to provide a prefab-
ricated temporary bridge system which utilizes pre-sized
molded shells in order to construct temporary dental bridges.

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a
prefabricated temporary bridge system which allows a tem-
porary bridge to be constructed more cost effectively and in
less time than methods known and utilized heretofore.

To the accomplishment of the above and related objects
the invention may be embodied in the form illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. Attention is called to the fact,
however, that the drawings are illustrative only. Variations
are contemplated as being part of the invention, limited only
by the scope of the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, like elements are depicted by like refer-
ence numerals. The drawings are briefly described as fol-
lows.

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic perspective view of a prefabri-
cated temporary bridge mold.

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the temporary bridge mold of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a subsection of the prefabricated temporary
bridge mold.

FIG. 4 depicts an acrylic mix being poured into the
subsection of prefabricated temporary bridge mold in order
to construct a temporary bridge.
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FIG. 5 illustrates the acrylic mix-filled subsection of
prefabricated temporary bridge mold of FIG. 4 placed over
a gap and adjacent teeth.

FIG. 6 depicts a hardened acrylic cast which comprises a
temporary bridge, removed from the subsection of prefab-
ricated temporary bridge mold.

FIG. 7 depicts the temporary bridge installed within an
oral cavity.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 illustrates a prefabricated temporary bridge mold
10 of the instant invention. Initial discussion of the prefab-
ricated temporary bridge mold 10 will take place with
reference to FIGS. 5 and 7 where a human mouth, and more
particularly human gums 14 and teeth 16 are shown.

The instant inventive system provides a simple and inex-
pensive method for constructing a temporary bridge 20 to
cosmetically and functionally improve a dental gap 22 (also
known as edentulous space) found between a pair of teeth
16. Heretofore, the construction of a temporary bridge 20
involved taking a plaster impression of the patient’s entire
set of teeth, if they exist, and then creating a plastic mold
through utilization of expensive impression machinery from
said impression. The resultant mold was then used to create
an exact-fitting temporary bridge. By providing pre-sized,
pre-fabricated temporary bridge molds 10, the instant inven-
tive system dispenses with the need to take plaster impres-
sions of the patients set of teeth and then produce a mold
therefrom.

The prefabricated temporary bridge mold 10 seen in FIG.
1 is horse-shoe in shape, and possesses a plurality of
recesses 12 which, when filled with an acrylic liquid 18 such
as that shown in FIG. 4, or other material capable of taking
the shape of its surrounding container, produce a cast which
represents a human tooth 12 or teeth.

As seen in FIG. 2, exactly sixteen of said recesses 12 will
comprise the prefabricated temporary bridge mold 10, as
that is the number of teeth 16 present in a human mouth. In
addition, the prefabricated temporary bridge mold 10 is
configured to replicate a typical mouth in both tooth length
and width as well as arch size. It is contemplated that the
prefabricated temporary bridge mold be produced in
approximately ten pre-set sizes in an attempt to replicate the
most commonly found human arch shapes and tooth 16
lengths and widths.

To employ the present inventive system, a measurement
is obtained to determine the distance between the flanking
adjacent teeth, and then one of a variety of supplied prefab-
ricated temporary bridge molds 10 are chosen and placed
upon the teeth 16 of the patient to assure that the mold 10
closest in size and shape is selected. Once chosen, a portion
of that prefabricated temporary bridge mold 10 must be
trimmed off for easier handling. For instance, FIG. 5§ depicts
a gap or edentulous space 22 in the posterior region of the
right side of the mouth, said edentulous space 22 flanked on
each side by abutment teeth 16 A. Accordingly, the posterior
portion of the prefabricated temporary bridge mold 10 which
corresponds to the area where the edentulous space 22 and
abutment teeth 16A are found would be trimmed off and
utilized. The trimmed portion would accordingly comprise a
mold subsection 24, as seen in FIG. 3.

The mold subsection 24 would then be filled with an
acrylic mix 18 or other substance known to those well versed
in the field to conform to the shape of a container and cure
hardened therein. Once the acrylic mix 18 or other material



5,803,737

3

was allowed to semi-harden within the mold subsection 24,
said filled mold subsection 24 would then be placed on top
of the edentulous space 22 and flanking abutment teeth 16A
as seen in FIG. 5. At this point, the patient would close his
or her mouth to assess the fit of the resultant cast temporary
bridge 20, and any adjustments of acclusion, if needed, can
be made. This action of placing the semi-hardened acrylic-
filled mold subsection 24 on top of the edentulous space 22
and flanking abutment teeth 16A causes the flanking teeth
16A to form hollowed cavities 26 in the resultant cast
temporary bridge 20 after it’s removal from the mold
subsection 24, as seen in FIG. 6. Subsequently, the tempo-
rary bridge 20 is placed over the edentulous space 22, and
on top of the flanking abutment teeth 16A, receiving said
adjacent teeth 16A into the hollowed cavities 26, creating a
firm anchoring to hold the temporary bridge in place.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for constructing a temporary bridge which
fills an edentulous space located between a pair of abutment
teeth in a human mouth, the temporary bridge installed by
anchoring it at each end to the abutment teeth which flank
the edentulous space located therebetween; comprising the
steps of:

a) obtaining a measurement between the pair of abutment
teeth and then selecting a prefabricated temporary
bridge mold from a group of various pre-sized molds,
said selection also dependent upon choosing the pre-
fabricated temporary bridge mold which best dupli-
cates the size and configuration of the teeth located in
the human mouth for which temporary bridge construc-
tion is intended;
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b) locating a section of the temporary bridge mold which
corresponds to the edentulous space and flanking abut-
ment teeth, and cutting said section away from the
remainder of the temporary bridge mold, said retained
section comprising a mold subsection;

¢) pouring a hardenable acrylic liquid mix into the mold
subsection, said acrylic liquid to eventually harden into
a cast temporary bridge;

d) waiting a pre-determined period of time sufficient for
the acrylic liquid to cure into a semi-hardened state;

¢) placing said acrylic filled mold subsection on top of the
edentulous space and flanking abutment teeth such that
the flanking abutment teeth form hollowed cavities in
the cast temporary bridge;

f) removing the filled mold subsection from on top of the
edentulous space and flanking abutment teeth, and
waiting a further pre-determined period of time for the
acrylic to cure into a hardened cast temporary bridge;

g) removing the hardened cast temporary bridge from the
mold subsection, and performing adjustments to the
length and width of said cast temporary bridge; and

h) placing the removed, hardened cast temporary bridge
over the edentulous space and on top of the flanking
abutment teeth, the temporary bridge receiving said
abutment teeth into the hollowed cavities, creating a
firm anchoring to hold the temporary bridge in place.
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